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Maharashtra: Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI)
examined 5 containers stationed at M/s Hind Terminal
CFS, Nhava Sheva, Raigad on 3 April. 163 gold bars
weighing 19 kg, valued at Rs 5.54 Crore were seized.

Importer has been arrested. The consignment had
arrived from the UAE

— ANI (@ANI)
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19 kg gold biscuits seized at Nhava Sheva,
importer arrested

Raina Assainar . NAVI MUMBAI , APRIL 06, 2019 01:25 IST
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The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) has seized 19 kg gold from Nhava Sheva
port in Uran in Raigad district and arrested a Vashi-based importer.

As many as 163 gold bars worth %5.5 crore were seized from five containers on
Wednesday and Thursday. The gold biscuits were being carried under the cover of heavy
melting scrap, kept inside heavy iron pipes screwed shut on both ends. Some biscuits were
wrapped in black insulation tape, while some were unwrapped.

The DRI had received information about the gold being smuggled from Dubai to M/s Hind
Terminal CFS, Nhava Sheva, on Wednesday. It seized one container with 7 kg gold the
same day, and four more with the remaining 12 kg gold on Thursday.

The DRI has arrested Ghatkopar resident Rajesh Bhanushali, who had imported the
consignment in the name of M/s Shourya Exim in Vashi by declaring it to be heavy
melting scrap. According to DRI officers, a few more people involved in the racket are yet
to be apprehended.

Mr. Bhanushali is suspected to have been running the racket for the last two years. The
gold bars were all of 24 KT 999 purity, each weighing 10 tolas.

This is the second such seizure by the DRI in a week. On March 29, it had seized 110 kg
gold from Dongri.
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Gold bars worth Rs 5.5 crore seized from JNPT, one held

On investigating, the officers learnt that the gold was smuggled by a firm named Shourya Exim from the UAE to India. The firm’s proprietor, Rajesh
Bhanushali, was arrested on Friday and charged with relevant sections of the Customs Act. Officers are probing his call data and scrutinising the import

activities of his firm.

Updated: Apr 06, 2019 08:00 IST
HT Correspondent
Hindustan Times, Mumbai
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The gold was smuggled to India from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in three scrap metal pipes.(File Photo)

The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) busted a gold smuggling racket on Thursday and seized 163 gold bars,
weighing 19-kg, worth Rs 5.54 crore at the Jawaharlal Nehru Port Trust (JNPT) in Navi Mumbai.

The gold was smuggled to India from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) in three scrap metal pipes. On Friday, DRI officers
arrested the proprietor of an import company for allegedly smuggling the yellow metal into the country.

Senior DRI officers said that they had received specific information on the five suspected containers, based on which they
seized the smuggled gold at JNPT. On searching the metal pipes, the officers found gold bars concealed in black tapes.

“It was quite challenging for the DRI to seize the smuggled gold bars, as they were concealed inside the pipes. But we
succeeded in finding the bars,” said a DRI Mumbai unit officer.

On investigating, the officers learnt that the gold was smuggled by a firm named Shourya Exim from the UAE to India. The
firm’s proprietor, Rajesh Bhanushali, was arrested on Friday and charged with relevant sections of the Customs Act. Officers
are probing his call data and scrutinising the import activities of his firm.

“We may arrest more people in the case in the coming days,” said another DRI officer.

This is the second major gold smuggling racket in two weeks. Last week the DRI had busted another smuggling racket and
had seized 116kg of gold worth around Rs 32 crore and cash worth over Rs 1 crore. The gold was being smuggled from Dubai.
Officers had arrested 11 people, including the mastermind, Kerala native Nisar Aliyar, who is based in Dubai.
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Gold worth Rs 5.54 crore seized by DRI

Mumbai Mirror | Apr 6, 2019, 06.00 AM IST
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The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) said that it has seized 19 kg of smuggled gold worth Rs 5.54
crore. Acting on a tipoff, DRI officials intercepted five containers carrying metal scrap at Hind Terminal
container freight station outside the country’s largest container port, JNPT.

During the search, DRI officials found one of the pipes unusually heavy, with its one end closed and the other
plugged with nuts and bolts, it said.

When it was opened, 18 bundles wrapped with black insulation tape were found. Packed inside were 163 bars of
ten tolas each of 24KT gold, with a purity of 0.999. Last week, the DRI had claimed to have busted a massive
smuggling racket with a seizure of 106.9 kg of gold and arrest of seven persons in Mumbai.
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