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9 KG SEIZED; 2MG CAN KILL A PERSON

: New Delhi: In an operation | > Fentanyl, a synthetic » It's emerged as a favourite

: SPread over a week, the pi. | °Pi0id, isa controlled drug of drug traffickers. It is

{ Tectorate of Revenue Infelli. used as analgesic (pain killer) smuggled from China to

. 8ence(DRN)withthehelpofa | > It's50times more potent | Mexico/Canada, thento US

i team of scientists from De. | thanheroin; 100timesmore | > A kg of fentanylis '

. fence Research & Develop- potent than morphine procured for $6,000 but sold in
;nneﬁf Esyxh] ishment busted > It can be used in chemical | US for $.6 million

egallaboratoryinIndo- | Warfare. 2mg can kil a person | > kg of fentanyl can be d

reand recovered 9kgof a de- > In 2016, fentanyl overdose made into 1 million pills an

. adly synthetic opioid, fenta- :

f can fetch up to $10-20 million
| kill i

+ 0yl that could have potenti- | falled over 20,000 peoplen Us

: allykilled 4-5million people.

on US streets

Run by a local business-

raised security concerns in
Delhiasthe chemical can cau-
se large-scale casualties if us-
ed in chemical warfare, a sce-

nario reminiscent of the plot  pContinued on P 14

in Alistair Maclean’s thr-iller
“Satan Bug”. A Mexican na-
tional has alsobeen arrested.

‘Fentanyl is
50 times

. more potent

~ than heroin’

» Continued from P 1

1 “entanyl is 50 times more

!‘ { potent than heroin and

even inhaling its parti-

cles can be fatal. This is the

first significant seizure of fen-

tanyl by any law enforcement

agency in India. It is a land-

. mark and unique seizure as

. DRI has been able to thwart

first attempts to manufacture

this toxic drug in India,” said
DPDash,DG,DRI.

The discovery has baffled
scientists because manufactur-
ing the drug requires the kind
of expertise which is available
only to trained scientists and
high-end research laboratories.
It isa controlled substance used
with other medication for

anaesthesiaand painrelief. The
. preads easily. Absorbed

A 100 times stronger than

i morphine, the value of the

narcotic seized is Rs 110 crore.
Usually fentanyl is trafficked
by drug syndicates to US
where it fetches a high street
priceandissold as pillsmixed
with other chemicals.

Sources said, quoting esti-
mates made by US author-
ities, that more than 20,000
people have died by overdose
of fentanyl in US in 2016. “The
common street names of Fan-
tanyl pills is Apache, China
Girl, China Town, Dance Fe-
ver, Friend. Goodfellas, Great

. Bear, He-Man, Jackpot, King

Ivory, Murder and Tango &
Cash,” said agency sources.
Recently, the Mexican
drug cartels have started us-
ingIndiaasabasetomanufac-
ture the lethal drug, shifting
operations from China where
acrackdown hasbegun.
Indian authorities are
tracking the procurement of

precursor chemical 4ANPP
: which is used to manufacture

§

[ it

:
i

e

the deadly fentanyl. Till re-
cently it was smuggled from

¥¥China but it is not knowithow

this has infiltrated into the il-
legal Indian market. “If

4ANPP isnot available, Fenta-

nyl can be manufactured us-
ing another precursor chem-
ical NPP but it requires ad-
vanced skills,” sources said.
This has further deepened
the mystery as to how such
skill sets have been acquired
by the PhD scholar which gen-
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