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DRI busts syndicate of party
drugs, seizes 308 kg ketamine

ENSECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI, JUNE 13

IN AN all India operation, code
named “OperationVitamin”, the
Department of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI) dismantled
four illicit Ketamine or ‘date
rape’ drug manufacturing facil-
ities in Goa, Gujarat and
Maharashtra. It has seized 308
kgs of Ketamine along with
2000 kgs of raw material
enoughto manufactureanother
250 kgs, a DRI official said,
adding that the value of the
seizure is around Rs 56 crore.

The DRI conducted the oper-
ationover three daysacross mul-
tiple states and covering 14 res-
idential and industrial premises,
the official said.

Theseizure is beingseenasa
significant one given that all
Indiaseizure of Ketamine during
the calendar year 2016 was
68.06 kgs only, the DRI said.

Officials said the pan-India
network was being controlled
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three days across
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and industrial premises

by aninternational drug syndi-
cate.Total 10 persons, including
the mainorganisers and finan-
ciers of the manufacturing facil-
ities, sellers and buyers in the
supply chain have been appre-
hended/ arrested under the
provisions of the NDPS Act,
1985, out of which threeare for-
eign nationals, two from UKand

one from Vietnam. “These per-
sons were key members of an
international syndicate which
had close linkages in South-East
Asia and Canada,” a senior DRI
official said.

Inaddition to Ketamine, DRI
teams also recovered small
quantities of other drugs sus-
pected to be cocaine and hashish
during the raid.

Ketamine, also called ‘K’,
‘Special K' or ‘Vitamin K, is an
anaesthetic commonly used in
veterinary medicine, It is also
used as a recreational drug in
rave parties and is referred to as
“date rape drug”.

The drug syndicate had a
well-established chain of sup-
ply within India and abroad,
whichhasbeenneutralised, the
DRI said. The payments for the
raw materialand finished prod-
ucts were taking place through
hawala channels, the official
said, adding that the DRI is in-
vestigating roles of other enti-
ties and individuals connected
with this syndicate.



